APPLICATION REQUEST

CIVIL MONEY PENALTY

QUALITY INITIATIVE FUNDING

FOR

ORGANIZATIONS

July 
2007

GOAL

The goal of the South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (SCDHHS) Civil Money Penalty Quality Initiatives (CMPQI) Program is to enhance the quality of care and the quality of life for nursing facility residents and staff through initiatives that focus on education.  

OBJECTIVES

In partnership with dually certified (Medicare/Medicaid) nursing facilities, the Program’s objective is to develop and implement educational initiatives.  These initiatives should showcase a variety of enhancement philosophies through current and sound evidence-based practices that promote quality of care and quality of life for both residents and staff.  Another objective of the Program is to utilize civil money penalties (CMPs) collected by SCDHHS from federal enforcement actions under the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1987 (OBRA ‘87) to help protect the health or property of residents of facilities with a history of a deficient practice.

APPLICATIONS

The CMPQI Program will accept applications from organizations involved in the promotion of quality of care with nursing facilities licensed by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) and certified as meeting the requirements of participation for Medicaid and Medicare.  Organizations wishing to apply are required to include a letter of support from at least one advisor (see page 4) with the proposal.  Only one CMPQI proposal may be submitted annually per organization.  All applications must contain the required information described below, and the applicant must comply with all other requirements of the CMPQI programs.  

AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS

Funding for the program is being provided by the SCDHHS.  CMPs collected through enforcement activities of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) are being used to fund the applications.  The number of CMPQI awards will be based on available funding and the number of qualified applicants.  

FUNDING PERIOD

Proposals will be accepted each year from July 1 - September 1.  The funding period for the CMPQI program will begin on October 1 – June 30 or beginning with the date of the individual award.   Award disbursements will not be made prior to receipt of invoices and receipts.  Funded recipients must adhere to all of the terms and conditions of the Application Request and the application for the entire time period.

Funds will not be dispersed to organizations that fail to submit required data reports in a timely manner.

TIMELINE FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS

All applications must be mailed and received by SCDHHS and postmarked by September 1. Applications will be date stamped by SCDHHS upon receipt.  Hand delivered applications will not be accepted.

	July 1 – September 1
	Organizations submit proposals for consideration

	September 1 – September 20
	Advisory Review Committee meet & make recommendations

	October 1
	Awardees notified

	October 1 – June 30 
	Funding Period


SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

The following is required:

· Original application 
· Ten (10) hard copies

· Maximum of 3 pages, including attachments
· Font size no smaller than 12pt. 
All applications must be typed using the electronic application form included with this Application Request.  Applications should be mailed to:  

South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services

Division of Community and Facility Services

P. O. Box 8206

1801 Main Street, 7th Floor

Columbia, South Carolina 29202-8206



Attn:  Nicole Mitchell-Threatt


DETAILS OF THE APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Funds may be used for any educational initiative that directly impacts the hands-on quality of care or quality of life of residents beyond minimum standards, as determined by SCDHHS.  Educational initiatives must be current and sound evidence-based practices that promote quality of life and quality of care.  The idea should be innovative to the state or to long-term care.  Any application submitted must take into consideration all federal and state regulations.

NO OBLIGATION TO SCDHHS

Neither SCDHHS nor any agent thereof on behalf of SCDHHS will be obliged in any way by any applicant response to this Application Request.

RIGHT OF REJECTION

SCDHHS reserves the right to accept or reject any or all applications received as a result of this Application Request, to negotiate with all qualified applicants, and to cancel, in part or in whole, this Application Request if it is in the best interest of SCDHHS to do so.

TERMINATION

The parties agree that their liabilities and responsibilities shall be contingent upon the availability of funds, and that the agreement shall be terminated if such funding ceases to be available.  This funding may be canceled and terminated by SCDHHS at any time within the period whenever it is determined that the awardee has failed to comply with its obligations.  Notification of termination will be sent by Certified Mail, return receipt requested.
EVALUATION

Through an existing contract with SCDHHS, The University of South Carolina Arnold School of Public Health, Office for the Study of Aging, will evaluate the objectives and outcomes of the training.   As a condition of participation, all awardees must fully comply with the evaluation and provide necessary data.

THE SELECTION PROCESS

Initial Screening 

An initial screening will be completed internally by SCDHHS.  

If the answer to any of the questions below is “no,” the application will be disqualified as non-responsive:

· Was the application postmarked on or before September 1?

· Is the application complete?  All areas must be completed and responses specific to the guidelines provided i.e. anticipated number of attendees, target audience, accrediting authority, timeline for implementation and plan for sustainability.

· Is the application typed?

· Are an original and 10 copies submitted?

· Does the project propose to have a direct impact to the hands-on quality of care or the quality of life of residents?

· Does the application include a letter of support from at least one advisor?

· Is a detailed budget summary submitted which includes other funding sources if applicable?

Advisor Review Committee

A designated Advisor Review Committee made up of representatives from the nursing home associations, SC DHEC Bureau of Survey and Certification, Carolinas Center for Medical Excellence, and the State Long Term Care Ombudsman will review proposals during the month of September.   The Grant Review Committee may also seek additional clarification from applicants, as determined necessary. Members of the Review Committee must disclose to SCDHHS any actual or potential conflict of interest that may exist which would affect the member’s ability to serve as a fair and impartial reviewer of a specific proposal.  If SCDHHS determines that a conflict exists, the member must recuse himself/herself from participating as a reviewer of the application in question.

The Review Committee will submit the results and its award recommendations to the South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services Deputy Director by September 20.  Award recipients will be notified by October 1. 

REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENT

Requests for reimbursement shall be submitted according to the Application Request.  Copies of original receipts from expenditures must accompany the reimbursement request.  No requests for reimbursement will be approved if work is dated prior to the agreement signature dates.

COMPLIANCE

Awardees must adhere to all conditions of the Application Request and its application.  To maintain the integrity of the program, SCDHHS personnel may attend the funded event to monitor compliance.   Awardees are subject to audits by SCDHHS or its designee.  Failure on the part of an awardee to comply with the explicit obligations of the award shall result in remedies, up to and including termination of an award and repayment of monies issued.
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