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Dear Chief Executive Officer,

The South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services is partnering with the South Carolina Hospital Association, other state agencies, private providers, payors, consumers and advocacy groups in an effort to reduce the number of low birth weight babies born in South Carolina.  Our first step in working towards this goal is the elimination of non-medically necessary elective deliveries prior to 39 weeks gestation.

Nationally, there has been an increased focus on improving the quality and safety of perinatal care.  Research has shown that early elective delivery without medical or obstetrical indication is linked to neonatal morbidities with no benefit to the mother or infant.  (March of Dimes “Elimination of Non-medically Indicated (Elective) Deliveries Before 39 Weeks Gestational Age” toolkit.)

We are asking for your written commitment to actively participate in this initiative starting September 1, 2011.  Please identify two physician champions, such as an OBGYN and Neonatologist or Pediatrician, who will be responsible for leading this effort in your hospital.  Please fax the completed template by August 26th to the attention of Birth Outcomes Initiative at 803-255-8351.  Or, if you prefer, you may email the completed form to Rileym@scdhhs.gov. 
Thank you in advance,
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Ms. Bz Giese

Deputy Director Medical and Managed Care Services, SCDHHS
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Dr. Rick Foster

Senior Vice President of Quality and Patient Safety, SCHA
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Dr. Scott Sullivan

President, SC Obstetrical and Gynecological Society
Vice-Chair, SC Section of the American Congress of Obstetrics and Gynecology
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Ms. Kathy Douglas

State Director, SC Chapter of March of Dimes

Beginning September 1, 2011 





 affirms its 

                                                                (hospital name)

commitment to the elimination of all non-medically necessary elective deliveries prior to 39 weeks gestation.

                              (Chief Executive Officer)

This initiative will be championed by: (Please print name)

                                              (OBGYN)

                                   (Neonatologist/Pediatrician)



