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MEDICAID BULLETIN

TO: Nursing Facilities
SUBJECT: Medication Assistant Training Program

Pursuant to South Carolina Code of Laws Section 40-33-43, the South Carolina Department of
Health and Human Services (SCDHHS) is announcing the launch of its Medication Assistant
Training Program (MATP). This certification program is designed to train unlicensed healthcare
personnel (non-nursing staff) to safely administer selected medications in licensed skilled
nursing facilities under the supervision of a registered nurse (RN). SCDHHS will begin accepting
applications from organizations who are interested in enrolling in MATP Jan. 1, 2026.

An MATP is a state-approved program offering training to candidates that desire to become
eligible for certification as a medication assistant. The South Carolina MATP Application must be
completed and submitted to SCDHHS for review of state approval to operate as an MATP.

Candidates seeking certification as a medication assistant will be required to successfully
complete an approved MATP that includes a minimum of 100 hours of training. The training
must consist of a minimum of 60 hours of didactic training including work in a skills lab and/or
simulation facility and a minimum of 40 hours of supervised clinical practicum in a licensed
nursing home supervised by an approved RN. After the completion of a state-approved training
program, candidates for Medication Assistant Certification must successfully complete a skills
competency evaluation prior to registering for the Medication Aide Certification Exam (MACE).
Once an individual passes the MACE, they will be listed on the South Carolina Medication
Assistant Registry and will qualify to be employed as a medication assistant in a licensed skilled
nursing facility in South Carolina.

MATP policies will be published in the Nursing Facility Services provider manual by Jan. 1, 2026.

SCDHHS will host webinars to provide more information about the MATP. Registration is
required and can be completed by clicking on the links below:

e Jan. 14, 2026, 9-10 a.m.
o https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/4bb3d4d1-478d-47ff-8037-
079548ea3db3@45843448-87c2-4911-a7e2-1079f0f4aac3
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https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t40c033.php
https://www.scdhhs.gov/providers/manuals/nursing-facility-services-manual
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F4bb3d4d1-478d-47ff-8037-079548ea3db3%4045843448-87c2-4911-a7e2-1079f0f4aac3&data=05%7C02%7CMargaret.Alewine%40scdhhs.gov%7C620598d5952a4a7495dc08de47c08874%7C4584344887c24911a7e21079f0f4aac3%7C0%7C0%7C639027089438352104%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6xE1WlAHifINOUaYTltf6fZEhZfwGukZnSa%2Fb73m4Pk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F4bb3d4d1-478d-47ff-8037-079548ea3db3%4045843448-87c2-4911-a7e2-1079f0f4aac3&data=05%7C02%7CMargaret.Alewine%40scdhhs.gov%7C620598d5952a4a7495dc08de47c08874%7C4584344887c24911a7e21079f0f4aac3%7C0%7C0%7C639027089438352104%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6xE1WlAHifINOUaYTltf6fZEhZfwGukZnSa%2Fb73m4Pk%3D&reserved=0

e Jan. 16, 2026, 2-3 p.m.
o https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/78774861-7aad-4ea3-b2c4-

7c5f206594a2 @45843448-87c2-4911-a7e2-1079f0f4aac3

For more information about the MATP or to enroll as a training program, please contact
SC_ MAC@scdhhs.gov.

Thank you for your continued support of the South Carolina Healthy Connections Medicaid

program.
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