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SCDHHS' generous funding for the 2024-2025 year plans to serve Greenville, Spartanburg and
Anderson youth in an educational and social capacity as we continue to develop their
professional and emotional mindsets, teaching them to thrive effectively in an ever-changing
world. With our chosen mission of seeking to consistently foster the personal and professional
growth of young people, we have been blessed to win recent awards and honors for our work in
the media realm, and have chosen to continue educating teens about the importance of gaining
emotional intelligence through the arts and other creative outlets. As a student of the arts into
my teenage years, it played a vital role in developing my character as a female minority leader,
driving me to create opportunities for youth to expand their creative horizons to succeed in life
through the healing arts, mindfulness and literacy efforts. Your support plans to offer our
organization the chance to produce an in-depth, youth-anchored documentary that dives into
the solution-based techniques of grounding with the Earth, the deep history and culture of
African American pain, the importance of teens obtaining peace in daily life, and how it can
ultimately propel inner healing for a healthier, productive life. New federal data shows that
suicide rates among Black youth ages 10 to 19 surpassed that of their White peers for the first
time in 2022, increasing 54% since 2018, compared to a 17% decrease for White youth.
(Source:pewtrusts.orq) We are diving head first into the waters to save our youth by serving
their specific needs not only with words, but quantitative facts, and creative action. We'll
interview historians, scholars, musicians, poets, artists and administrators alike who pour into
youth daily to combat life's toughest moments to help keep youth determined to push forward.
The film will be shared around the globe to gain knowledge, support, and resources that
change lives. Giving from SCDHHS will also fund our annual programming efforts, including our
10th-anniversary award celebration, creative contests, scholarships, career counseling and
mentorship, mental health support training, coding classes, creative field trips, literacy
workshops, and more. As we expand our organization, we plan to acquire continued education,
advanced mental health training and free counseling services in an ongoing capacity, then
through a sliding scale rate.



